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SevenOne International sells "The 
Successor" to US Network NBC  

 Uri Geller and Criss Angel search for the next great 
Mentalist in the USA  
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Munich, 17. July 2007. SevenOne International, the worldwide 
programming distribution subsidiary of the ProSiebenSat.1 Group, has 
sold "The Successor" to America and is coproducing the TV show 
together with Granada America, Keshet Broadcasting and Kuperman 
Productions for NBC. In the mysterious live competition series, famed 
mentalist Uri Geller sets out along with the American mystifyer/artist 
Criss Angel in search of America's next great Mentalist. NBC is 
broadcasting the show with the title "Phenomenon" (working title). The 
spectacular talent show tests 10 hopeful mentalists who must compete 
each week to demonstrate a wide spectrum of mystifying talents on a 
panel of weekly celebrity guests who participate along with a studio 
audience. Geller and Angel will assess the contestants and offer their 
unfiltered opinions. Ultimately, the winner’s fate will be determined by 
the viewers at home. 
 
"The Successor" is based on the Israeli TV show which was created by 
Keshet Broadcasting, Kuperman Productions and Uri Geller. The show 
aired in spring 2007 on Keshet, Channel 2, with an average market 
share of 50 percent - the highest ever recorded in Israel’s television 
history.  
 
Jens Richter, Managing Director of SevenOne International: "It was 
obvious to us from the beginning that "The Successor" has the potential 
for an international success. We are very excited to have NBC as a 
partner. They immediately understood the power of this format, which 
proves that we were correct in our evaluation. And there are more to 
follow." 
 
Ben Silverman, Co-Chairman NBC Entertainment and Universal Media 
Studios: "The match-up of two world-famous personalities, Uri Geller 
and Criss Angel - who have demonstrated astounding skills - makes for 
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competitive angle as the contestants attempt to follow in Criss and Uri’s 
footsteps, and incredible interactive applications, and we think viewers 
will have many compelling reasons to watch." 
 
David Gyngell, Managing Director of Granada America: "Phenomenon" 
is a show with cult potential and Granada is excited about doing a live 
show for NBC. It's a great idea."  
 
Eva Madjiboj, VP Business Development of Keshet Broadcasting adds: 
"When developing a new format for our channel we always consider its 
international potential. This has proven itself in the past with our other 
formats, but with "The Successor" we strongly believed the format 
would appeal to many other territories, especially as Uri is such a 
controversial and fascinating figure, renowned worldwide."  
 
SevenOne International is distributing the format internationally on 
behalf of Keshet Formats; the show is developed by Keshet 
Broadcasting, Kuperman Productions and Uri Geller. The deal was 
brokered by ICM and Endeavour talent agency.  
 
Geller soared to international fame by claiming extreme mind-over-
matter abilities that aroused much controversy to this day in his 
hundreds of TV shows across the globe -- particularly the ability to bend 
spoons, among others. He was instrumental in creating the first 
interactive TV show worldwide when mysteriously objects bent in 
people’s homes and broken watches came alive. In addition, Uri Geller 
is renowned as an exceptional motivational speaker who was recently 
invited to lecture at the World Economic Forum. Geller is mentioned in 
at least over a 1000 books and he himself has written 17 books which 
are published worldwide.  
 
The visually arresting Angel is the creator, director and star of his self-
titled, alternative cable series, "Criss Angel MINDFREAK" which is 
currently wrapping post production on its third remarkable and critically 
acclaimed season. In addition, Angel created and starred in two top-
reviewed cable television specials, 2002’s "Criss Angel MINDFREAK" 
and 2003’s "Criss Angel: Supernatural.” In the summer of 2008, Angel 
will team up with Cirque du Soleil for a live magic experience at the 
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and over 4600 shows. 
 
 
SevenOne International 
SevenOne International is the worldwide programming distribution 
company of the ProSiebenSat.1 Group, one of the biggest and most 
successful pan-European media companies, represented in 13 
countries with 24 Free TV Channels. SevenOne International offers a 
comprehensive portfolio of TV events, mini-series, TV movies, 
telenovelas, prime-time series and mini series, magazines and 
entertainment formats. In addition, SevenOne International markets and 
co-finances programs from third parties. The company's headquarters 
are in Unterföhring, Munich, and the Managing Director is Jens Richter. 
 
Keshet Formats 
Established in 2000, Keshet Formats is the international sales arm of 
Keshet Broadcasting Ltd, Israel's leading commmercial broadcaster.  
The company's current catalogue includes game shows, lifestyle, reality 
and animation formats.  Keshet Formats has emerged as a "boutique" 
for innovative and original feel-good formats as well as animation, 
bundled with digital media offerings that captivate television audiences 
worldwide.  The company's headquarters are located in Tel Aviv, Israel. 
 
Kuperman Productions 
Established in 2002, Kuperman Productions is one of Israel's leading 
production companies.  The company has produced many of the top-
rated shows in Israel in recent years, specializing in the reality-
documentary genre. 
 
Granada America 
Granada America is the US based production entity of ITVplc, one of 
Europe’s largest producers and broadcasters of television programs.  
Granada America produces drama, reality, comedy and documentaries 
for the American market. 
 


